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(54) INHIBITOR OF PROLYL ENDOPEPTIDASE 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a new peptide, 
having a specific amino acid sequence, derived from a 
rice protein, excellent in inhibiting ability against 
prolyl endopeptidases, administrable for a long period 
due to its high safety and useful for prevention, 
treatment, etc., of dementia. 

SOLUTION: This inhibitor of prolyl endopeptidases is a 
new peptide having an amino acid sequence of the 
formula. The peptide has a high inhibiting ability 
against the prolyl endopeptidases and is excellent in 
safety due to its origin from a natural substance and 
useful as an active ingredient of the inhibitor of the 
prolyl endopeptidases effectively used in prevention, 
treatment, etc., of dementia. The peptide is obtained by 
suspending SAKE (Japanese rice wine) lees produced in 
brewing SAKE from rice according to a method for 
brewing the SAKE with a liquefied liquor in water, 
adding a pepsin thereto, carrying out the reaction at 
37°C and pH 1.5 for 1hr, neutralizing the resultant 
reactional mixture, then heating the neutralized mixture 
in a boiling water bath for 10min, terminating the 
reaction, collecting a supernatant by centrifugation, 
passing the collected supernatant through an adsorbent 
column and purifying the adsorbed fraction by using the 



ion exchange chromatography, gel filtration and reversed 
phase chromatography, etc. 
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